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LOGLINE
After being released from prison, a
journeyman fighter who is concealing
a mortal secret, seeks out his
estranged trainer, setting them on an
unlikely journey of redemption,
forgiveness and personal salvation.
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SYNOPSIS

The relationship between Roman Volkov and Paul Anconi is an exposé
on the brutal reality of professional boxing in and out of the ring.
Roman was once a top-ranked contender nearing an opportunity to
fight for the title when his world was torn apart after being convicted of
assaulting and injuring a cop during a melee after a high-profile fight.
Roman emerges from prison eight years later with grace and humility,
yet concealing a tragic secret - early signs of CTE. He spends his days
working at a menial job assigned by his parole officer and his nights
pouring himself into his true gift - painting.
Emotionally and fiscally stranded, looking for an exit strategy, Roman
seeks out his estranged trainer Paul Anconi.
Paul was always an explosive concoction of a renowned boxing trainer
and a self-destructive addict. He has been living a quiet and sober life
far away from the sport that decimated his life, until Roman shows up
without notice.
Roman convinces Paul to assist him without revealing his true motives.
Together they reenter the world they both love and hate, embarking
upon an unlikely journey that does not end under the bright lights of a
championship bout, but in the shadows of solidarity, grace and
ultimately forgiveness.

THE CAST

ROMAN
VOLKOV
In his prime the boxing world saw Roman as a top contender on his way to a
world title, not as a spiritually bankrupt pugilist fighting his own demons.
Eight years later those same people label Roman only as a cheating ex-con.
What they do not see is that Roman has become the rarest of all men :
A man of conviction, courage and belief that only comes from great suffering.
Now out on parole, Roman contends with the brutal consequences of neurological
damage from his boxing career.
A chance encounter with Artie Denato, his corrupt, ex-promoter pulls Roman
back into the world of boxing. Sensing a way out of his purgatory, he laces
the gloves up, in order to never put them on again, and live the life he always
wanted, on his own terms.
Having been blacklisted by the boxing community, he seeks out his estranged
ex-trainer, Paul, who he blames for his fall from grace. The two men embark on
a journey of personal salvation and the rare opportunity to carve out a greater
existence after the final bell has rung.

PAUL
ANCONI
Haunted by the mistakes of his past, Paul has been living a sober life for
years away from the world he once dominated as a renowned boxing
trainer. Roman Volkov was the best boxer Paul had ever trained and
together they reigned supreme for a short, but glorious run until both of
their lives came crashing down.
They share a tangled past of resentment, mistrust and disappointment for
the business of boxing, for each other, and themselves.
Roman shows up asking for help after nearly ten years. Ironically,
it is Roman who ends up helping Paul in ways he never imagined.
cxbcbxb
A chance encounter with his ex-girlfriend Crystal brings Paul a surprise
he was not prepared for - his troubled, twelve year old son Devon.
With a rare chance for redemption and something to live for, Paul
faces the fight of his life against his most vicious opponent - himself.

ARTIE
DENATO
Artie always looks after number one, himself/herself.
A former, small-time local fighter who never had the talent to knock a
cherry off an ice cream sundae, Artie has focused their street prowess
to promoting and exploiting fighters.
Artie’s game is fixing, setting up, and match-making fights with the
sole purpose of lining their pockets. Artie has only become more
arrogant and brash through the years of Roman’s incarceration, using
and abusing fighters as nothing more than a pound of flesh, who have
nowhere else to turn.
With faded dreams of becoming a big-time promoter dashed
years ago, Artie relishes and holds tight the local power they
still wield.

MR.
MONTAGNÉ
Masked by his warm smile, piercing eyes and the gait of a man who has
no fear, Mr. Montagné is many things.
He is an illicit, black-market businessman as well as a Machiavellian,
modern-day, Renaissance man, Versed in poetry, art and music, he also
happens to be an avid supporter of the craft of boxing.
Mr. Montagné is an immigrant success story who lives by a code of
ethics, samurai like, that puts honor above everything else. He molded
the American dream to his own tastes with ambition and a razor-sharp
business acumen.
Having carved out an impressive fiscal reservoir, he appears to be
Roman's biggest supporter and by a strange twist of fate, Roman’s
unwitting savior.

CRYSTAL

Honest, tough, beautiful - Crystal would have been a
champion and a fight promoter’s money maker had she
stepped into the ring. However, Crystal’s fight is
outside of the ring, seeking legal justice for her clients.
A single mother, she’s doing everything in her power to
raise her son to become a man of principal and character.
Her Uncle Eddie has been in the fight game since time
immemorial and having grown up in and around that
world, Crystal has seen the dirty game of prizefighting
ensure misfortune to family and loved ones.

EDDIE

Eddie is a salt-of-the-earth old soul, who does not suffer
fools. Having seen and experienced everything there is to
in boxing, he chose to leave pro boxing long ago. He only
allows amateurs and kids to train in his neighborhood gym.
During his many decades in the sport, he has tutored and
saved countless from the lure of the streets.
He keeps himself busy by helping the community and
staying up to date on the latest celebrity news. The past
comes roaring back, when Roman shows up unannounced,
like a long-lost son. Reluctantly he breaks his golden rule
of no professionals in the gym and tolerates Paul, whom he
had a falling out with years ago, allowing him to train
Roman under his critical and weary eyes.

JEFF

With Hollywood looks and highlight-reel talent he was
considered a dynamic and charismatic contender who had
the potential to become a world champion.
However, his boxing career was cut short due to chronic
hand injuries. After breaking his hands for the third time
in his last fight he was forced to retire. Upon his exodus
from the ring, he discovered his true genius as a top tier
trainer to professionals and amateurs alike.
A true connoisseur of boxing, Jeff is the definition of a
gym rat, spending all his time in and around the boxing
world. He dresses sharp, talks even sharper and is loved
or feared depending on who you ask.

THE WORLD

THE MOOD

THE FILMMAKERS
ROBERTS JEKABSONS
The son of political dissidents from Soviet-occupied Latvia, Roberts Jekabsons is a three-time, Chicago Golden
Gloves Champion, 2012 US Olympic Trials finalist and retired professional boxer.
Jekabsons is now based in New York City working in television, film and the theatre. He has worked alongside
Idris Elba, Will Smith, Ice-T and Queen Latvia. In addition, he has written, produced and acted in various short
films. He currently lives in Harlem and is in the process of publishing his first book of poetry chronicling his life
adventures both in and out of the ring.

ANDREW OLIVERI
In 2007 after recovering from surgery to remove a cancerous right testicle, Andrew Oliveri was in search of deeper
healing. He wondered into King’s Gym in Oakland and became immersed in the sweet science while training for
the Golden Gloves and other local amateur boxing tournaments.
Now based in Los Angeles, Oliveri works in television, film and in theatre. This fall he revives his role as the vile
Frank Marzili on the series Lace. He continues to write and produce narrative and documentary films.
With a passion for nutrition, health and community, he is vocal about our collective responsibility to improve
access to nutritious, affordable, tasty food for underserved kids.

INSPIRED BY
The filmmakers met while they both were training at Churchill Boxing Club in Santa Monica.
What began as a conversation about the business, craft and the mythical place that boxing
occupies in our collective conscious, soon expanded to themes of love & loss, loyalty &
betrayal, valor & corruption, courage & disgrace, honor & shame.
They realized they shared a profound interest in the unseen and unknown characters who have
always toiled in the brutal world of professional prize fighting.
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